DAER HAL, 



Hal Verb 
P. 0. Bsx ISIS 
SSn Francisco. CA 9410 ) 



FEBRUARY 21, 1989 



WITH ALL THE DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES I'VE BEEN INVOLVED IN, 

I FINALLY HAVE SOME TIME TO ANSWER YOUR LAST LETTER, 

I'M OFF TODAY FROM WORK BECAUSE OF THE "PRESIDENTS' HOLIDAY" 

AND AM TYPING THIS WHILE LISTENING TO KPFA RADIO. THEY BROADCAST A 
TALK THAT EX-CIA MAN, JOHN STOCKWELL, GAVE RECENTLY, HE'S A MAN I 
HAVE A LOT OF RESPECT FOR AND IS AN EXCELLENT SPOKESMAN FOR BARING 
THE COLD WAR MYTHS THAT PERVADE OUR SOCIETY, AFTER THE STOCKWELL 
TALK THEY GAVE A DOCUMENTARY ON "THE KENNEDY LEGACY" AND IN A SHORT 
WHILE THEY'LL BE OFFERING UK'S JUNE, 1963 "AMERICAN UNIVERSITY ^SPEECH". 
BY THE WAY, I SAW YOUR LETTER AND THE REPLY TO IT IN A RECENT ISSUE OF 
THE NATION. I THINK THE READER'S LETTERS AND REPLIES ARE ONE OF THE 
BEST PARTS OF "THE NATION". IT WOULD BE TOO LONG AT THIS POINT FOR ME 
TO GO INTO WHAT MY VIEWS ARE ON THIS SUBJECT BUT IT IS MY FIRM BELIEF 
THAT THE LAST WORD ON THIS MATTER HAS NOT YET BEEN WRITTEN. 

THANKS FOR SENDING ME JIM WHITE'S ADDRESS - I KNEW HE HAD 
MOVED BUT HAVE HAD NO CONTACT WITH KIM FOR A VERY LONG TIME. I INTEND 
TO CALL HIM VERY SOON. “ ^ 

SHORTLY AFTER I RECEIVED A LETTER FROM YOU I ALSO RECEIVED A 
LETTER FROM WILLIAM RYAN OF ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA. I HAD WRITTEN HIM SEV- 
ERAL TIMES BEFORE BECAUSE IN DOING MY RESEARCH ON HALDEMAN- JULIUS I 
LEARNED THAT HE HAD BEEN WORKING ON AND POSSIBLY COMPLETED A BOOK ON 
EHJ. PROMETHEUS BOOKS ACTUALLY ANNOUNCED IN ONE OF ITS BROCHURES THAT 
.^ BE B OOK ^ As T0 BUT IT NEVER MATERIALIZED, APPARENTLY RYAN DE- 

VELO. ED MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS WHICH, I GUESS, PREVENTED HIM FROM COMING OUT 
WITH HIS BOOK. RYAN ACTUALLY REPLIED NOT TO MY LETTERS IN WHICH I HAD 

A ^ ED m F0R WHAT HE HAD D0NE 0N EHJ BUT T° A BETTER’ I HAD SENT TO LYLE 
STUART IN WHICH I HAD PROBSED A BOOK ON EHJ. STUART TURNED ME DOWN ON 

THAT NOBODY WOULD KNOW WHO HE WAS NOW ALTHOUGH HE ACKNOWLEDGED 
THAT HE WAS WELL KNOWN WHEN HE WAS PUBLISHING THE LITTLE BLUE BOOKS AND 
^UEOTHER PUBLICATIONS HE DID DURING HIS LIFE-TIME. STUART SUGGESTED THAT 

iim 0I Tou?Mn A nn^ V Mv SITY PRESS BUT M REELING IS THAT I'D LIKE TO GET A 
RBBL ^ NG * COMPANY THAT BETTER KNOWN THAN A UNIVERSITY PRESS. UNIVERS- 
^ YEBE f B ^ BOOKS SUGGEST TO ME AT LEAST BOOKS THAT WIND UP ON DUSTY SHELVE; 
OF LIBRARIES AND WHICH ONLY SCHLARS CONSULT Oft. READ. RYAN HAD SEEN MY 
LETTER TO STUART BECAUSE SOMEONE WORKING AT STUART'S FIRM SAW IT AND 
BROUGHT IT TO RYAN'S ATTENTION SINCE RYAN HAD DONE WORK ON THE EHJ BOOK. 
IT WAS ONLY THEN THAT RYAN REPLIED TO IT. IN HIS LETTER TO ME (HIS FIRST 
THAT IS) HE SAID THAT HE HADN'T WISHED TO RESPOND TO MY FIRST TWO LIFTERS 
£5?m G , A F N0 REAS0N WHY ) BUT BECAUSE IN MY LETTER TO STUART I HAD MENTIONED 

Hfln T M^nr P nS P ^? D A Mn°f ° W ^ W0ULI) C0RRECT CETAIN ERRORS CERTAIN WRITERS 
RAE MARE ER J ANB I QUOTED FROM AN ENCYCLOPEDIA SOURCE WHICH 'CONTAINED 
SOME ERRORS AND I MENTIONED THEM. ITJTURNS OUT THAT WHILE I DIDN'T MENTION 
THAT THE AUTHOR OF THE ENCYCLOPEDIA?®^ RYAN, RYAN KNEW THAT IT WAS HE I 

?Dn H v E Tc R !?»m T ° AND THAT IT IS THE R EASON WHY HE FINALLY WROTE ME. THE 1 
IRONY IS THAT WHAT I THOUGHT WERE ERRORS IN HIS ARTICLE TURN OUT TO BE 

N ° T F R0RS AT ALL BUT WERE AREAS HE HAD EXAMINED^ 

AND FOUND TO BE IN ERROR(SUCH AS MY STATINS' THAT EHJ SOUGHT TO RUN FOR 
t TBE OFFICE OF SENATE AND NOT GOVERNOR AS RYAN'S ARTICLE STATED. RYAN^S 
LETTER TO ME CLAIMS THAT HE RAN FOR BOTH OFFICES. I HONESTLY THOUGHT 
RYAN WAS IN ERROR, ANOTHER IRONY IN RYAN'S REPLY IS THAT THERE WERE OTHER 
ERRORS IN RYAN'S ARTICLE WHICH I DID ML MENTION TO STUART MEN IWROTE 
HIM^THE OTHER_ERRORS HAD TO DO WITH RYAN'S GIVING THE WRONG DATE OF j7a. 
— SS 



WAYLAND'S DEATH (HE WAS THE PUBLISHER OF "THE APPEAL TO REASON" WHICH 
EHJ EVENTUALLY TOOK OVER SEVERAL YEARS LATER) AND THE OTHER WAS THE 
WRONG DATE OF EHJ'S FIRST ARTICLE FOR WHICH HE WAS PAID ($10) B¥ THE 
"INTERNATIONALIST SOCIALIST REVIEW". THE ARTICLE WAS ON MARK TWAIN 
AND WAS AN EXAMINATION OF THE REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHTS CONTAINED IN 
THE WRITINGS OF TWAIN. IT GREW OUT JDF TWO DIFFERENT CONVERSATIONS 
EHJ HAD WITH TWAIN THE SECOND OF WHICH WAS SEVERAL HOURS WHEN TWAIN 
PAID A VISIT TO A SCHOOL FOR WOMAN IN UPPER NEW YORK STATE. EHJ WAS 
A BEiL-BOY AT THAT SCHOOL AND HE LATER BOASTED THAT TWAIN SPENT MORE 
TIME WITH HIM THAN TWAIN HAD SPENT WITH RUDYARD KIPLING WHEN HE HAD 
VISITED THE U.S. BACK IN THE EARLY DAYS OF THE 1900 'S. 

WHEN LYLE STUART WROTE THAT HE HAD TURNED DOWN MY PROPOSED 
BOOK HE WROTE THAT HE HAD INTENDED TO SELL HIS PUBLISHING FIRM ON 
JANUARY 9TH. I HAVE SINCE HEARD FROM HIM AND HE WROTE THAT HE HAD 
SOLD THE FIRM AND WAS PACKING HIS STUFF AND IN THE PROCESS*!* OF 
MOVING. THERE IS ANOTHER IRONY HERE (LIFE IS FILLED WITH IRONIES, I 
ALWAYS SAY) AND THAT IS I HAD WRITTEN HIM A SECOND TIME TO REQUEST A 
BOOK HE HAD PUBLISHED BACK IN 1958 ENTITLED "THE STORY OF THE INDE- 
PENDENT" (WHICH WAS LYLE'S FORMER NEWSPAPER). THE IRONY IS THAT THIS 
BOOK WAS A PAMPHLET SIZED ONE PUBLISHED BY THE HALDEMAN-JULIUS COM- 
PANY l (IT WAS PUBLISHED BY EHJ'S SON, HENRY, WHO TOOK OVER AFTER HIS 
FATHER DIED IN 1951 AND RAN THE COMPANY UNTIL 1978 WHEN THE PLANT 
"ACCIDENATALLY" BURNED DOWN ON JULY 1978. I USE THIS WORD ACCIDENT 
IN QUOTES BECAUSE THERE IS SOME EVIDENCE THAT THE FIRE WAS DELIBERATE, 
A POINT I HOPE TO TAKE UP IN MY BOOK. IT'S RATHER TOO INVOLVED TO GO 
INTO HERE BUT THE DETAILS AND CIRCUMSTANCES ARE HIGHLY SUSPICIOUS. 

TO ADD TO THE IRONYflN ALL THIS IN LYLE'S LITTLE BLUE BOOK, "THE STORY 
OF THE INDEPENDENT" HE NOTES THAT WHEN HE AND TWO OTHERS HAD CONCEIVED 
THE IDEA TO PUBLISH HIS NEWSPAPER HE POINTS TO THE FACT THAT HE HAD 
BUILT UPfA NAME LIST OF POSSIBLE READERS PARTLY BY GETTING THE SUB- 
SCRIPTION LIST OF "THE AMERICAN FREEMAN", EHJ'S NEWSPAPER. THAT'S HOW 
I FIRST LEARNED OF THE EXISTENCE OF STUART'S PAPER AND EBENTUALLY 
SUBSCRIBED SINCE I HAD ONCE BEEN A SUBSCRIBER TO EHJ'S "AMERICAN 
FREEMAN#. IT NOW SEEMS RATHER STRANGE THAT STUART WOULD THINK THAT MY 
BOOK ON EHJ WOULD NOT BE WORTHY OF BEING PUBLISHED BECAUSE OF HIS 
"OBSCURITY" WHEN IT WAS EHJ'S NAME LIST THAT ACTUALLY HELPED TO PUT 
STUART'S PUBLISHING COMPANY OjSl THE LITERARY LANDSCAPE. BUT I'M IN NO 
WAY DISCOURAGED BY ALL THIS. IN FACT, I FIND IT SOMEWHAT AMUSING. I KNOT 
YOU CAN DEFINITELY EEPATHIZE WITH MY "PLIGHT" BECAUSE I CAN RECALL THAT 
SOMEWHERE YOU HAD WRITTEN ABOUT THE DIFFICULTIES THAT YOU HAD IN FIRST 
GETTING "WHITEWASH 1" PUBLISHED AND ONE OF THE PUBLISHERS YOU CONTACTED 
SAID HE WASN'T INTERESTED IN A BOOK ON JIK BECAUSE THA MAN HAD HAD HIS 
DAY AND TIMES AND HE COULDN'T GET EXCITED ENOUBH BECAUSE HIS "PUBLIC" 
WOULDN'T BE INTERESTED IN A FIGURE "WHO HAD HAD HIS DAY" PASS* 

YOU HAD ASKED ME IN YOUR. LETTER IF I WOULD ALLOW PERMISSION 
FOR YOU TO SEND A COPY OF BENNETTS FBI MAGAZINE ARTICLE TO EITHER JIM 
LESAR AND TONY SUMMERS AND, OF COURSE, YOU HAVE MY PERMISSION. THE MORE 
PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT THIS THE BETTER, I SAY. EVEN THOUGH I INTEND TO MAKE 
USE OF IT IN MY BOOK MY PURPOSES AND SELECTIONS MOST LIKELY WILL BE DIF> 
ferent.IF THEY DO MAKE USE OF IT I'D LIKE TO KNOW, THOUGH SO I CAN GET 
AN IDEA FOR MY OWN PURPOSES. 



I BELIEVE I HAD MENTIONED IN MY LAST LETTER THAT WINCHELL 
HAD ATTACKED BENNETT FOR H|S FBI MAGAZINE ARTICLE. I KNOW THAT 
EHJHAD MENTIONED THIS IN HIS NEWSPAPER, "THE AMERICAN FREEMAN", 
'niWlirTT'mitf AND I COULDN'T FIND IT BUT I DID FIND ANOTHER REFER- 
ENCE TOTHIS ATTACK IN ONE OF EHJ'S PUBLICATIONS. ON PAGE 10 OF 
"QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS" VOLUME 6, 19^8 I FOUND THIS: 



"RECENTLY WALTER WINCHEEL WROTE IN HIS WIDELY INDICATED CaLi/H^'- 
•A MAG DEVOTED TO POLITICS CONTAINS A SOUR REPORT ON THE F.B.I. 

THE AUTHOR WAS ARRESTED BY G-MEN FOR DODGING THE DRAFT AND SENTENCE) 

TO A 5-YEAR TERM IN FEDERAL PRISON. HE WAS RELEASED LESS THAN A 
YEAR AND A HALF IN THE CLINK. HMF. • 

CLIFTON BENNETT, THE AUTHOR KKXXE2 REFERRED TO, WRfl&S: 

"I WAS ONE OF 23 WORK STRIKERS WHO REFUSED PRISON ROUTINE, 
WORKED FOR RACIAL EQUALITY, AND WERE FINALLY BROKEN UP AND SHIPPED 
TO MAXIMUM CUSTODY PENITENTIARIES. THE STORY IS IN THE CURRENT 
ISSUE OF HOLLEY CANTINE' S RETORT . BOX 1, BEARSVILLE, N.Y., AND ALSO 
IN THE PRISON ANTHOLOGY BEING PREPARED BY HIM," 

AS I'VE WRITTEN BEFORE, WINCHELL CAN'T UNDERSTAND HOW ONE 
CAN HHK PAY ANY ATTENTION TO AN ARTICLE ON THE F.B.I. ONCE IT'S 
KNOWN THAT IT'S AUTHOR WAS A CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR. THE ARTICLE, 

WHICH IS IN THE JULY ISSUE OF HE CRITIC AND GUIDE.' SHOULD BE 
STUDIED BY ALL AMERICANS WHO WANT TO KNOW WHAT THE F.B.I. IS DOING 
IN THESE CRITICAL TIMES. BENNETT* S 15,000-WORD ARTICLE - IT FILLS 
THE ENTIRE ISSUE - IS STRICTLY FACTUAL. HE PRESENTS THE RECORD AND 
LETS THE READERS DRAW THEIR OWN CONCLUSIONS. NAME-CALLING BY WJ.N- 
CHELL WON'T CHANGE BENNETT'S FACTS, AND IT'S ONLY FACTS THAT WE'RE 



THERE ARE A COUPLE OF THINGS I SHOULD NOTE ABOUT THIS EX- 
CERPT ABOVE, THE "QUESTIONS & ANSWERE" SERIES WERE A SERD'ES OF 27 
VOLUMES OF THE LARGER SIZED BOOKS EHJ PUBLISHED BETWEEN 1935 TO Wm 
1950* IT WAS CULLED FROM ARTICLES, COMMENTS THAT APPEARED IN HIS 
"AMERICAN FREEMAN". THIS SERIES WAS BASED ON QUESTIONS HE'D GET 
FROM READERS AND SUBSRIEERS ON ALL SORTS OF TOPICS. SOMETIMES EHJ 
WOULD MAKE UP THE QUESTIOtyAND GIVE A HUMOROUS REPLY. MY FAVORITE Iff: 
"WHAT IS AMERICA'S GREATEST INDUSTRY?" ANSWER: "THE PRODUCTION OF 
BUNK 11 * 

AS FOR THE REFERENCE TO HOLLEY CANTINE' S "RETORT": I KNOW HMf 
NOTHING ABOUT THIS. DO YOU? NOR DO I KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THE PRISON 
ANTHQDGY WHICH MAY BE EASIER TO LOCATE. (I DON'T 1 KNOW WHAT PRISON 
THIS IS BUT THERE MAY BE NEWSPAPER REFERENCES TO THIS IN THE NEW 
YORK PAPERS OF THE TIME, SUCH AS THE NY TIMES, PERHAPS), 

WINCHELL WAS A TARGET OF EHJ'S FROM TIME TO 3BIME. HE'D QUOTE 
WESTBROOK PEGLER'S DESCRIPTION OF WINCHELL: "A LOUSE ON THE BLOUSE OF 
JOURNALISM". EHJ ALSO ATTACKED WINCHELL FOR HIS BOASTING THAT HE'D 
COIN NEW WORDS AS "PRESSTITBTE" , ACTUALLY, EHJ HAD USED IT FIRST 
IN AN AD FOR UPTON SINCLAIR'S BOOK, "THE BRASS CHECK" A MONUMENTAL 
WORK FIRST DONE BY EHJ. I'M SURE YOU KNOW OF THAT WORK. 

ONE LAST NOTE: YOU HAD MENTIONED THAT LOWENTHAL HAD DONE A 
BOOK ON THE FBI IN THE 1950 *S. YOU'RE RIGHT - EHJ MENTIONS IT IN 
A "FREEMAN" PIECE (PAGE 10, OCTOBER, 1951). 

WELL, MUST GET GOING. DO KEEP IN TOUCH. 



BEST. 




